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BUCKLOW RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 


MEMBERSHIP 1965/1966. 


Chairman - E.G.M.Leycester-Roxhy Esq.,J.P. 
Vice Chairman - R.C.Richardson Esq. 
A. Allen Esq. EK. Leech Esq. 
A. Antrobus Esq. Rev. T. G. Lewis. 
J. Beckett Esq., J.P. S. N. Miller Esq. 
G. Bracegirdle Esq. B. G. Nutter Hsq. 
G. H. Coleman Esq. A. Pennington Esq. 
C. L. S. Cornwall~Legh Esq. K. Rogers Esq. 
gE ciple aig) ots W. G. J. Stacey Esq. 
J. A. Done Esq. J. G. Wainwright Esq. J.P. 
W. Faulkner Esq. J. B. Widdrington Esq. 
F, Holland Esq. Mrs. N. Whitaker. 
W. J. Jackson. tsq. Hea, WeienGisq., J.-.C.C. 


J. P, Kershaw Esq. 


The work of the Health Department is administered by the following 
Committee :- 


1. SPECIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 


Chairman - Councillor J. B. Widdrington 
Vice Chairman - Councillor EH. G. M. Leycester-Roxby 


The Committee comprises the whole Council and is responsible inter alia for 
the refuse and night soil collection services for rodent control and all 
Sewerage schemes. 


2. PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTER 


Chairman - Councillor A. Pennington 
Vice Chairman - Councillor B. G. Nutter 


The Committee comprises the whole Council and is responsible for all Public 
Health matters except the services administered by the Special Services 
Committee 


STAFF OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT 1965 


Medical Officer of Health 
Wilfria H. Parry, MD., DPH., DIMKH (to 31st March) 
E. H. Gordon, MD., DPH. (from lst July) 
-Mountlands, The Mount, Altrincham. Telephone No. Altrincham 5323. 
Chief Public Health Inspector 
H. G. Milburn F.R.S.H., M.A.P.H.I., Cert.Insp.of Meat and Other Foods. 


Deputy Chief Public Health Inspector 
R. Egan, M.A.P.H.I.Cert,Insp. of Meat and Other Foods. 


Additional Public Health Inspector 

R. L. Robbins, M.A.P.H.I.Cert.Insp. of Meat and Other Foods 
(Resigned 28th February) 

A. Shaweross, M.A.P.H.I. Cert.Insp. of Meat and Other Foods 
(Appointed 5th April) 

Clerk Typist 

Mrs. E. Drinkwater. 
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Divisional Medical Office, 
The Mount, 

Church Street, 

Altrincham. 


To the Chairman and Members of 
the Bucklow Rural District Council. 


Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Whitaker and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to present the Annual Report on the health and 
sanitary cireumstances of the district during the year 1965. 


The content of the report warrants careful study. 


Tables of figures are a necessary evil in any report, but 
they can show progress attained, aspects of the work of a department needing 
more attention and an idea of the amount of work achieved by the staff of the 
department. Unfortunately no report can adequately reveal the amount of time 
involved in the achievement of progress. 


The table of comparative statistics over the past 34 years show that 
the population has nearly reached that of the district before the loss of 
Wythenshawe and Timperley to neighbouring authorities. The population is 
steadily increasing, and the number of births (420) is nearly three times the 
number of deaths (152). The standardised birth rate of 19.11 per thousand 
is higher than the national average (18.00 per thousand) and the standardised 
death rate (10.2 per thousand) is less than the figure for England and Wales 
Cn, 5). That there have been no maternal deaths in the fifth year in 
succession is a tribute to the skill of the doctozSand nurses in attendance 
during the antenatal period, the confinement and during the immediate post- 
natal period. 


The statistics of the deaths in the district show that two main groups 
account for little over 60% of the total number of deaths. These two groups 
are (a) all the cancers (28) and (b) diseases affecting the heart and the 
circulatory system (65). The second group includes the deaths due to coronary 
artery disease and disease of the bloodvessels in the brain (thrombosis, 
haemorrhage etc.), but nevertheless they are allied to the heart and circulatory 
systems. It is many years since there has been a death due to diphtheria in 
the district, evidence of the success of preventive medicine. 


The decline in tuberculosis is illustrated in the report and shows that 
only three new cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were notified during the year, 
compared with ten new cases in the course of the previous year. The number 
of cases remaining on the tuberculosis register at the end of the year was 
76, a fall of 6 on the 1964 figure. Such figures have to be treated with 
care, because there could be a reversal in the trend in 1966, but they do 
reflect the fall in the number of persons suffering from tuberculosis in the 
Country, a natural fall or decline accelerated by preventive measures such 
as intensive case finding, B.C.G. vaccination of children, the eradication 
of tuberculosis in cattle, better housing and social conditions, and on the 
curative side better medical and surgical techniques. 


It would be pleasing if such comments could be applicable to brucellosis. 
Unfortunately brucellosis is not a notifiable disease, but there is good 
reason to believe that notification should be introduced. A person suffering 
from brucellosis once seen is aot readily forgotten. Although rarely a 
cause of death, it can be a contributory factor, and in the process causes 
much suffering and loss of earning. Brucellosis is a risk in persons deal- 
ing with infected cattle, and it is also a risk run by people who will drink 
milk which has not been subjected to heat treatment. The best T.T.milk can 
be infected with brucella organisms. The results of brucellosis in cattle 
have been controlled by the use of a vaccine which has led to a very consid- 
erable decline in the number of abortions in vaccinated animals. Unfortunately 
the vaccine does not prevent an infected cow from excreting the brucella 
organisms in her milk. 
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Samples of raw milk intended for human consumption without prior 
heat treatment are collected by officials of the Cheshire County Council for 
examination for evidence of the presence of brucella organisms. The task 
of finding cows actually excreting the organisms in their milk is made 
difficult because an infected cow only excretes the organisms intermittently. 
The frequency of the sampling of such milk has been stepped up in an attempt 
to eradicate the disease from herds from which untreated milk goes for human 
consumption. When brucellosis has been eradicated untreated milk will 
remain a potent danger to health because other pathogenic organisms can be 
carried in milk, the source usually being an infected person employed in the 
milking of the cows, and the care of the equipment. 


The health of the people and the sanitary circumstances in the district 
are good, due in no small measure to the work put in by the members of the 
Health Committee and by Mr. Milburn and his staff. I am indebted to the 
Chairman and the members of the Health Committee for their support during 


the year and to Mr. Milburn for his support and the work he has put into the 
preparation of this report. 


I am 


You obedient Servant, 


E. H. GORDON. 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THH AREA 


Area of the District in Acres slave ‘ eee 46,103 
Registrar General's estimate of home population Gace ees) dais 20,860 
Population (1961 Census) eh cee aa 17,290 
Number of inhabited houses according to rate books at lst April 5,604 
Rateable Value at 31st December 1962 ... sec eos eB eee oor 
Sum represented by a penny rate eel date oes £ 5,460 
VITAL STATISTICS 

1965 1964 
Total Live Births sae cee A420 384 
Crude Birth Rate per 1,000 living aes mate 20m INS Ai 
Standardised Birth Rate per 1,000 living oaete les oul 1807 
General Birth Rate (England & Wales) ... share 18.0 19). 
Illegitimate Live Births per cent of total live births 6.2% 4.4% 
Total Still Births eon ever 5) 8 
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 live and still births ... af 20.4 
Total Live and Still Births wisi Alto 425 B92 
Deaths of Infants under 1 year erat dees 9 im 
Total Infant Deaths per 1,000 live births alate ee Laa2 
Legitimate Infant Deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births 23.0 TOO. 
Illegitimate Infant Deaths per 1,000 illegitimate births NIL NIL 
Neo Natal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births ators ISA © Die 
Early Neo Natal mortality rate per 1,000 live births 16.6 SA 
Perinatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live and still births 28.6 Zee 
Maternal Deaths eis crete NIL NIL 
Maternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live and still births NIL NIL 
Total Deeths aac sisi 52 155 
Crude Death Rate per 1,000 living Kae sieve URS) 6.6 
Standardised Death Pains per 1,000 living mer Owe 6.6 
General Death Rate (England & Geaes) oe ane 1 a US ie4 
Deaths from Tuberculosis shale sais at 2 
Deaths from Poliomyelitis AA wes NIL NIL 
Deaths from Cancer wn “ies 28 30 
Deaths from Accidents sas aos A 4 
Deaths from Heart Diseases sites sins A5 a9 


The population figure given by the Registrar General is of home 

The figure for 
mid-1965 is 360 more than that for mid-1964 largely because of the new 
building taking place in the district, most of which is continuing to attract 


population including armed forces stationed in the district. 


residents from outside. 


The home population figure is used to calculate the crude birth and 
death rates and this is multiplied by a factor provided by the Registrar 
General to arrive at the standardised rates. This factor allows for the age 
and sex distribution of the population and enables a fairer comparison to be 
made between one district and another. For 1965 this factor is 0.95 for 


births and 1.40 for deaths. 
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BIRTHS 


Live Births (legitimate) 
(illegitimate) 


Still Births (legitimate) 
(illegitimate) 


214 
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INFANTILE MORTALITY 


Deaths of Infants under 1 Year 


legitimate) 
illegitimate) 


Deaths of Infants under 4 weeks 


legitimate) 
illegitimate) 


Deaths of Infants under 1 week 


legitimate) 
illegitimate) 


MATERNAL MORTALITY 


Deaths from pregnancy, childbirth and abortion 
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1965 
in Total 
Loy 394 
9 26 
206 420 
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The following table is included to show how the vital statistics 


compare with those during the past 34 years 


| 


Yearly Av. 
Bp. = 55 


Yearly Av. 
1936 - 40 


Yearly Av. 
1941 — 45 


Yearly Av. 
1946 - 50 


Yearly Av. 
1956 - 60 


Population 


23,354 


9 , 304 


| 


Total 
Live 
Births 


215 


IUSue 


4 


Crude 


| Total 


Birth ! Deaths | 


Rate 


NGs2 


2 


Crude 

Death ; Infants 
Rate 

10.1 | 16 
WAS if 


10.5 5 


i; Deaths of | 
| Maternal 


under lyr | Mortality | 


Cases of 


0.8 


1.5 
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DEATHS REGISTERED DURING THE CALENDAR YEAR 
1965 AND CAUSES 


Cause of Death 


Respiratory Tuberculosis 
Other forms of Tuberculosis 


Syphilitic Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping Cough 


Meningococcal Infections 


Acute Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other infective and 
Malignant Neoplasm, 
Malignant Neoplasm, 
Malignant Neoplasn, 
Malignant Neopiasm, 
Other Malignant and 


parasitic diseases 
Stomach 

Lung and Bronchus 
Breast 

Uterus 

lymphatic neoplasms 


Leukaemia, aleukaemia 


Diabetes 
Vascular Lesions of 


nervous system 


Coronary disease, angina 
Hypertension with heart disease 


Other heart disease 


Other circulatory diseases 


Influenza. 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 


Other diseases of respiratory system 
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 
Nephritis, and nephrosis 

Hyperplasia of prostate 

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion 
Congenital malformation 

Other defined and ill-defined diseases 
Motor vehicle accidents 


All other accidents 
Suicide 


Homicide and operations of war 
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COMMENTS ON THE CAUSES OF DEATH 


The table below shows the age groups of the persons whose deaths 
were recorded during the year :- 


Age Male Female Total 

Under 4 weeks ff 1 8 

4 weeks to 1 year il: - al 

l year to 4 years - di: al 

5-14 a - 3 

15 - 24 2 - 2 
20 = 54 4 2 6 
35 - 44 1 6 7 
45 = 54 ) 8 17 
55 - 64 18 5 2) 
65 - 74 aly) iy) 36 
75 and over 22 28 50 
82 70 152 


711% of the deaths were of persons aged 55 and over which is 10% lower than 
in 1964. 


INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
The following table shows the cases of infectious diseases, other than 


Tuberculosis and Food Poisoning notified during the year and classified in 
age groups :- 


Meee 1s || 15 °| 95 | 45 |, 65 | -aAge 
aaacoee Ages 1 co fometer ite | to | and | Unknown 
Year | 4 14 24 4A 64 over 
Measles 95 4 AS) Wht L = - 1 
ooping Cough 5) = al 2 | - - - = = 
Pneumonia a - - a = - ~ = a 
Dysentery 3 - 1 1 - - - - | a 
TUBERCULOSIS 


1. Number of cases recorded at 41st December. 


1965 1964 
Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary Total Pulmonary Non~Pulmonary Total 

Children 4 2 6 5 2 | 
Males 39 - 39 43 a 44 
Females 53 2 45 34 2 26 
76 4 80 82 5 8F 

2. Number of new cases notified during 1965 as compared with the previous year. 
Children - - - 1 2 B 
Males 3 - 5 4 if 5 
Females - ~ - 5 2 7 
b = 5) 10 5 ats, 


3. Number of deaths of persons on the register :- 


1 Female Pulmonary. 1 Male Pulmonary. 
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OOD POISONING 


There were no cases of food poisoning notified during the year. 


SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA 


All matters under this heading are dealt with in the Chief Public 
Health Inspector's Report. 
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NATIONAL HEALTH ACT SERVICES AND 
SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 


A. Services provided in accordance with the requirements 
of the National Health Service Act 1946 


1. Hospital Services 


Controlling Body - Manchester Regional Hospital Board 
Local Hospitals - Administered by North and Mid-Cheshire 
Hospital Management Committee. 
Secretary - Mr. F. Fowden, Administrative Offices, 
Altrincham Maternity Home, Sinderland Road, 


Altrinchan. 
Hospitals serving this area 
General Acute Cases - Cottage Hospital, Knutsford. 


Altrincham General Hospital. 
Denzell Convalescent Hospital, Bowdon. 


General. Chronic Cases - Oranford Lodge, Knutsford. 

Chest Clinic - St. Anne's Home, Woodville Road, Altrincham. 
Kar, Nose and Throat - uy it o u a 
Infectious Diseases - Monsall Hospital, Newton Heath, Manchester. 


A large number of cases from Bucklow are treated in the greater 
Manchester Area Hospitals. 


2. General Practitioner and General Dental Services 


Controlling Body - National Health Service Executive Council for 
Cheshire. 


Clerk - Mr. F. Hayter, 28 Nicholas Street, Chester. 


3. Services of Local Health Authority - Cheshire County Council 


1. Maternity & Child Welfare 
2. Domiciliary Midwifery & Home Nursing 
4, Immunisation and Vaccination 
4. Care and After Care 
5. Home Help Service 
6. Ambulance Service 
7. Dental Service - Expectant & Nursing Mothers, 
pre-school children 
8. Mental Health Service 
(a) Senior Mental Welfare Officer- Mr. J. Thompson, 
59 Washway Road, Sale. 
te Junior Training Centre - Navigation Road, Altrincham. 
c) Adult Training Centre - Altrincham. 
9. Chiropody Services - Old People, handicapped persons and 
Expectant Mothers. 
10. Handicapped Persons Club - Y.W.C.A. Altrincham. 


The Altrincham Divisional Health Committee covers the Borough of 
Altrincham, the Urban Districts of Bowdon, Hale and Knutsford and 

the Bucklow Rural District, and includes members of those Authorities, 
Members of the County Council and co-opted members. 


Divisional Medical Officer - E. H. Gordon, MD. DPH., 
Mountlands, The Mount, Altrincham. 
Tel, Akt. 53925: 


B. Other Services by other Committees of Cheshire County Council 


L. Education Committee - School Health Service, including School 
Dental Service. 
2. Welfare Committee - Homeless, handicapped persons, provision 
for residential aécommodation etc. 
Area Welfare Officer - Miss Goodwin, Stamford House, Stamford 
New Road, Altrinchan. 


3. Childrens Committee - Provides for the care of Deprived Children 
i.e. children not under parental care. 
Area Children's - Mr, J. HE. Blades, Stamford House, 
Officer Stamford New Road, Altrincham. 
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Dunham Mount, 
Dunham Road, 
Altrincham. 


To The Chairman & Members of the 
Bucklow Rural District Council. 


Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Whitaker & Gentlemen, 


I have pleasure in presenting my report on the activities of my 
department during the year 1965. 


Perhaps the most pleasing feature was the final clearance of the 
worst slum property in Partington near the end of the year. This was 
made possible by the completion of twelve new bungalows and it is hoped 
that the housing schemes imminent in other parishes will bring to fruition 
the work commenced ten years ago when slum clearance work was begun, 
starting with Over Peover in 1966. 


The caravan situation really began to clarify as the last of the 
sites to be closed as a result of decisions taken in 1961 went out of 
existence with two notable exceptions, in one of which Court proceedings 
were instituted. 


The advent of the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act has 
entailed considerable additional work and largely because of this pro- 
gress cannot yet be made with the smoke control proposals in Partington. 


The demands on the refuse collection service continues to grow 
and at times the present fleet has been stretched to the limit to cope. 


Housing Tenancy work also continues to increase, but for the first 
time for some years I had the pleasure of seeing a group of old persons 
suitably housed in new bungalows and look forward to being able to offer 
Similar rehousing to many more members of this section of the community. 


I was sorry indeed to lose the services of Mr. Robbins early in 
the year, for he had done yeoman work on food hygiene and the very 
difficult initial work resulting from the introduction of the Offices, 
Shops and Railway Premises Act. 


His successor, Mr. Shawcross has continued this work and it was 
fortunate that he commenced duties in April, only three weeks before my 
admission to hospital, at the start of a ten week period of sick leave. 

I must record my appreciation of the work carried out by my Deputy 
Mr. Egan, especially during the period of my absence and, of course, 


Mr. Shawcross, and am grateful for the willing co-operation and advice 
of Dr. Gordon and my other colleagues on the staff. 


Your obedient servant, 


H. G. Milburn. 


Chief Public Health Inspector. 
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VISITS 


During the year a total of 1534 visits were made up as follows:- 


Housing defects 17 Food Premises 26 
Council House Tenancies 146 Milk Producers & 
Overcrowding 2 Dairies a 
Improvement Grants (3 Meat & Food 
Sewer connections & Nil Inspection 392 
Conversions Imported Food S) 
Caravan Sites 66 Drains, cesspools, 
Water supplies jae watercourses 25 
Air Pollution aes Refuse collection 
Infectious disease 80 & aisposal ee 
Insect Pests 4 Cesspool 
Rats & Mice 6 emptying afl 
Farm Sanitary Accommodation 7 Derelict Cars 20 
Factories 20 Pet Shops and 
Outworkers ous Animal Boarding 
Offices & Shops 78 Establishments 2 
Schools 5 Miscellaneous ie 
Clubs 1O 
Swimming Baths 3 
Slaughterhouses 3 

HOUSING 


Defects & Nuisances 


30 complaints were received and investigated followed by the 
service of informal novices. They included :- 


Defects of repair ff Nuisance from 
Defective drains or fumes or smoke 5 
septic tanks UZ Nuisance from 
Foul or choked refuse 4 
ditches 4 Nuisance from 

noise i 


All the notices were complied with as were the large number of 
other complaints investigated which could be settled informally by 
interview or telephone discussion. 


Demolition and Closure 


14 houses were represented for action under Section 16 of the 
Housing Act 1957 and in all cases undertakings not to use them for 
human habitation after vacation were accepted. Two were closed 
early in 1966. 


Arising from action in previous years 10 houses were demolished 
and 7 closed by the end of the year. 


Since 1955 a total of 127 unfit houses have been represented 
for Housing Act action and a further 18 dealt with informally. At 
31st December 1965 the results were :- 


No. of houses demolished 48 

No. of houses closed o5) 

No. of houses made fit et 
No. of houses still 

occupied 55 

145 
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The 35 unfit houses still occupied included the following :- 


Houses purchased by the Council for 


deferred demolition anal ff 
Houses subject to undertakings not to 

re-let on vacation er 19 
Houses where action incomplete 9 


Schemesfor new houses and bungalows planned for 1966 were expected 
to result in the occupants of at least half of these houses being rehoused 
and some real progress in dealing with unfit houses is likely. 


However, there will still remain a number of unfit houses represented 
as long ago as 1956 and 1957 which will still be occupied in 1966. It is 
hoped that rehousing of these unfortunate tenants will become possible in 
1967. Most are elderly, and bungalow accommodation will be essential. 


The return made in February 1965 to the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government indicated that there were 58 unfit houses in the district 
where action was contemplated in the near future. 


This figure was reduced to 48 at the end of the year and included 
in addition to the 35 mentioned above, 13 houses where action had not 
been instituted. 


Overcrowding 


Overcrowding according to the Housing Act Standard is seldom 
encountered in the district but a number of families who were badly crowded 
applied for rehousing or for transfer from their existing Council owned 
houses to larger houses. Two such families were rehoused. 


Certificates of Disrepair 


No applications were received for certificates of disrepair and 
no action under the Rent Act was taken. 


Improvement Grants 


The Engineer and Surveyor deals with all applications for 
Discretionary and Standard Grants, but the Chief Public Health Inspector 
advises as to the suitability of houses for grant aid and indicates in 
each case the defects of repair needed to be remedied to meet the con- 
ditions of the Grant. 


During the year Improvement Grants totalling £2,520 were approved 
in respect of 8 houses, and Standard Grants were approved in respect of 
22 houses to a total of £3,482. 


New Houses 


During the year 53 houses were built in the district by private 
enterprise and the Council's Ingineer and Surveyor completed 12 
bungalows at Partington on the site of eight former prefabricated 
bungalows. 


Three prefabricated bungalows at Mobberley were demolished and 
contracts were prepared for the construction of four brick bungalows 
to replace them, and for brick dwellings to replace seven unfit houses 
purchased several years ago. 


Near the end of the year a start was made on the construction of 
twelve bungalows and six houses at Over Peover and other schemes were 
under active consideration. 


The demand for small accommodation for the older members of the 


population continues to grow, and it is hoped that many more bungalows 
will be built. 
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Council Houses 


At 31st December 1965 the Council owned 755 dwellings made up 
as follows :- 


Pre Post 

UB) WES 
Four bedroomed houses dee Al 
Three " " 92 Doi 
Two " tt = a! 
Two bedroomed bungalows - AT 
One bedroomed bungalows - 6 
Two bedroomed prefabs - alae 
Unfit houses awaiting 

demolition (2 closed) 9 = 
dm 643 


The letting of these houses is handled by the Chief Public 
Health Inspector who also deals with numerous other tenancy matters. 


During 1965 there werel9 re-lettings of houses to applicants on the 
housing list, six of whom were rehoused from unfit houses. 


Seven of the 12 new bungalows at Partington were let to applicants 
on the housing list (four from unfit houses) and the other five to elderly 
tenants who were under-occupying houses. 


Ten other transfers were arranged as well as 3 mutual exchanges. 
With eight transfers of tenancies to the widows or daughters of deceased 
tenants a total of 52 new tenancies were created. 


The list of applicants became longer in 1965 by about 60, and 
at the end of the year stood at 264, and is expected to continue 
lengthening as more and more of the resettlement population at 
Partington marry and apply for housing, and more and more elderly 
people find themselves living in houses too large for them to manage. 


Caravans & Movable Dwellings 


Four more of the Discontinuance Orders confirmed by the Minister 
early in 1963 expired in October 1965, but limited planning permission 
was granted for two of these - in one case for only a further year. 


During the year the last of the residential sites in existence in 
1960 and granted a conditional outline planning consent by the Minister in 
1963, received a permanent planning consent and a site licence was issued. 
Licences were also issued for 7 residential caravans to be stationed on 
5 sites for specified purposes. 


The position at the end of the year was as follows:- 


Permanently licensed residential sites - 8 (265 caravans ) 

t a recreational sites - 3 ke caravans ) 
Conditionally licensed residential sites -12 (14 caravans ) 
Residential sites under review - 5 (7 caravans ) 
Recreational sites under review - 2 ( 4 caravans ) 
Recreational site awaiting permanent 

licence - 1 (113 caravans) 
Sites subject to discontinuance orders 
but not closed as required - 3 (20/25 caravans) 


One of the permanently licensed recreational sites has remained 
undeveloped and the large site at Pickmere was granted a licence in 
January 1966. 


One of the sites not cleared following the expiration of a con- 
firmed Discontinuance Order had only one caravan left. Another 
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retained the six vans there in 1960 whilst the third, with a varying 
number of caravans, was used in contravention of a Court Order to clear 
it made on 1st February 1965. Two subsequent complaints were lodged 
with the Court concerning this site and in each case moderate fines 
imposed without the slightest effect on the operator. Further Court 
action was planned early in 1966. 


Odd caravans continue to appear from time to tiie in various parts 
of the district but because of the complexities of the exemptions granted 
by the 1960 Act, control is difficult. However, the year did see a very 
definite improvement in the condition of the licensed sites and the 
effect of the Act is now beginning to be felt. 


Perhaps the most unusual case was the caravan which appeared in 
a Country lane in April 1964 and remained there until the Autumn of 
1965 when, to assist the occupants to comply with a Magistrate's nuisance 
abatement order, the Council guaranteed payment to a haulier to transport 
it to another County. The whole of the time this van and its two 
occupants were stationed on a grass verge without sanitary accommodation, 
water, drainage or refuse facilities every conceivable course of action 
was considered, but the only one open to the Council was to deal with it 
as a statutory nuisance. This took nine months to have effect. 


This case, and others, highlighted the single greatest cause of 
the difficulties of controlling caravans in the rural district, namely, 
the absence of a 'public! caravan site where the less desirable elements 
of the caravan dwelling population (from the point of view of the 
established site operator) can be directed for accommodation. 


Demolition orders were made in respect of two more weekend 
structures at Pickmere, but further progress with improving conditions 
around Pickmere Lake must, of necessity, be slow. The worst structures 
have now been removed, 81 by action under the Housing Acts and more than 
120 by other means. 


Six movable dwellings - not caravans - were re-licensed in 
December for a further year and although various other scattered huts 
are known to be used as weekend retreats, they appear to have such 
limited use as not to require licences under the Public Health Act 1936. 


WATER SUPPLY 


The whole of the Rural District lies within the area of supply 
of the Manchester Corporation Waterworks Committee, whose Engineer & 
Manager has kindly supplied the following information: - 


(a) The source of supply is either Thirlmere or Haweswater, 
depending on supply conditions at any particular time. The 
whole of the district is now supplied from our own sources; 
however, this did not apply for the whole of the year. From 
lst January to the 15th October 1965 the Parishes of Peover 
Superior (part) and Peover Inferior (part) were supplied with 
water purchased in bulk from the Mid & S.E. Cheshire Water 
Board. Also, from the lst January to the 7th October, 1965 
the Parish of Mobberley was supplied with water purchased in bulk 
from the Stockport and District Water Board. From the lst 
January to the llth October 1965 the Parishes of Little Warford, 
Marthall, Peover Superior (part) and Toft (part) were supplied 
with water purchased in bulk from Stockport and District Water 
Board. 
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(b) A typical chemical analysis of the water supplied was as follows :- 


pH value veo 
Colour as ppm. platinum 5) 
Turbidity, ppm. as silica al 


Parts’cer Million 


Total solids dried at 180°C 43 
Free acidity as CO9 2 
Alkalinity as CaCO 18 
Total hardness as tad; 22 
Chlorides as Clo ff 
Oxygen absorbed test 


(4 hours @ 27°C) 0.94 
Silica as Si09 2 
Iron as Fe 0,03 
Manganese as Mn 0.01 
Fluorides as F 0,1 


This water supply is liable to slight variations during the year. 


Haweswater water has a pH around 7 without any treatment; Thirlmere 
water is acid and is dosed with lime to bring the pH to about 7. The 
mixed water is only slightly plumbosolvent, i.e. less than O.2ppm take 
up of lead after standing in contact overnight with lead service pipes. 


(c) ie adequacy of the supply as regards quantity is good as extensive main- 
aying has been, and is being carried out in the Bucklow area in general 
to replace the heavily corroded 2"' and 4" mains. 


(a) The estimated number of hovses and shops in the Rural District supplied 
from the mains is 4,800 and the estimated number of properties (including 
farms ) with metered supplies is 729. From the figures given probably less 
than 30 permanent dwellings have no mains supply although this figure cannot 
be verified. In addition there are a number of temporary dwellings without 
a supply, most of which are at Pickmere. 


DRAINAGE & SEWERAGE 


All matters appertaining to main drainage and sewage disposal are handled 
by the Engineer and Surveyor. During the year the large new extensions 
to the treatment works at Partington were completed and work continued on 
the new sewerage and sewage disposal scheme at Mobberley. This Scheme 
will be completed in 1966. 


The Carrington sewerage scheme was commenced and should be completed in 


1966. 


Sewerage and sewage disposal schemes for Rostherne, Pickmere and High Legh 
were under preparation. 


These schemes are all urgently needed and it is hoped that other schemes 
will follow. The existing disposal works at Plumley and Warburton are in 
need of improvement and additional sewers are required in Over Peover and 
Ollerton. 


The increase in sewerage facilities tends to reduce the number of pail 
closets in use as also does the implementation of the Improvement Grant 
‘provisions of the Housing Acts. 


However, outside sewered areas, modernisation of houses increases the 
number of septic tanks and during the year 314 loads of sludge and sewage 
were removed from 234 tanks, resulting in an income of £393. 


The new cesspool emptying machine was delivered in September releasing the 
old machine for sludge removal work at the various sewage disposal works. 
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PUBLIC CLEANSING 


Collections of refuse and pail closets continued on a weekly basis 
throughout the year with certain inevitable dislocations due partly to 
vehicle breakdowns, but principally to the extreme difficulty of recruit- 
ing and retaining suitable labour. 


Three vehicles operated in the three sections of the district while a 
fourth handled bulk containers at the increasing number of premises 

using this system. Manchester Airport, the M.6 Motorway Service Area, 
Tatton Park, various factory canteens, hotels and schools, as well as the 
Partington Shopping area, all received two, three or even four collections 
weekly, varying according to need, which in some cases is seasonal. 


A smaller vehicle handled the fields at Pickmere, a number of isolated 
properties, litter baskets and the innumerable special collections 
cropping up, while the sixth vehicle was kept in reserve. 


Some of the vehicles are becoming unreliable through age, and the @ouncil 
resolved in the Autumn to purchase a new vehicle each year in future to 
provide replacements, and cater for future development in the district. 


Two refuse tips were used, but one of these was filled in November and 
for a few weeks the whole of the refuse was carted to one tip in the 
extreme south of the district, whilst consent was sought for an extension 
of the northern tip. 


Both tips have a very limited life and it was a great disappointment to 
the Council to find that their hopes of securing tipping facilities at 
an ideal site in Mobberley had come to naught, although planning consent 
had been obtained, due entirely to local opposition. 


Another site in Mobberley was offered by the owner and although this 
will be expensive to develop, planning consent was applied for because 
it appeared to offer the oniy hope of avoiding an absolute closure of 
the service by the end of 1967. 


Further progress was made with the scheme to build a joint incinerator 
being pursued by the Council in conjunction with four neighbouring 
authorities, but this must of necessity take some years to come to 
fruition. 


ATR POLLUTION 


Late in the year it was decided in principle to declare a smoke control 
area covering the southern area of the parish of Partington in advance 
of it's development. The formal declaration is expected in 1966. 


Meanwhile, the changing fuel position is expected to make the declaration 
of similar areas covering the whole of the parish a not too expensive 
proposal. 


The Council continued in membership of the Manchester Regional Clean 
Air Council and the Joint Conference of Local Authorities on Air 
Pollution (region south west from Manchester). It is pleasing to 
record that Councillor J. B. Widdrington was appointed to the Chairman- 
ship of the Joint Conference as well as being elected a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Clean Air Council. 


Two plans were submitted of proposed building work involving new 
chimneys and were approved under the Clean Air Act. 
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MILK 


Hight distributors of milk trading from premises within the district 
are registered under the Milk and Dairies (General) Regulations 1959. 


The Cheshire County Council issue licences to use Special Designations 
and the prior consultation which takes place before these are issued to new 
applicants is appreciated since it gives the District Council the opport- 
unity to consider whether the premises to be used (frequently shops which 
do not fall to be registered as dairies) are suitable for the purpose. 


The demand for farm-bottled milk does not appear to be diminishing, 
and this may well be due to the higher price charged, giving the impression 
that it is necessarily better than pasteurised milk. 


Accordingly, in addition to a number of producer-retailers of 
untreated farm—bottled milk there are several farmers bottling milk for 
sale by retail traders in adjoining towns. At the end of the year there 
were 19 dairy herds in the district from which milk was sold raw to the 
pOOLLC. 


The Cheshire County Council submitted 127 bulk farm samples and 
68 Dealer samples of this milk for Brucella examination in every case 
and in many cases for Tuberculosis examination also. 


None were positive to Tuberculosis, but two bulk samples and two 
dealer samples showed the presence of Brucella infection. These 
involved two herds, in both of which infection had occurred in the past 
and a total of 105 individual cow samples were taken by the County Council 
sampling officers while investigating these two herds. 


The co-operation of the County Health Inspector and his staff in 
these investigations has been invaluable. 


An outbreak of Scarlet Fever at a farm where untreated milk is 
packed in cartons for sale in vending machines made it necessary for 
sales to be suspended until all the members of the household could be 
shown to be free from streptococcal infection. 


This incident confirmed still more strongly the view that there 
are inescapable dangers in the consumption of untreated milk. 


MEAT & OTHER FOODS 


There are three private slaughterhouses in the district licensed 
annually on lst July. All are maintained in a good condition. 


The number of animals inspected and the number affected with 
disease are shown in the table overleaf, and in all classes of arimals 
there was a reduction as compared with 1964. 


For the fifth year in succession no Tuberculosis was found in 
cattle although 6 pigs were found to have this infection. The incidence 
of serious disease continues to remain at a very low level and reflects 
the vast improvement in animal health which has taken place in recent 
years. In 1955 - 7.7% of the cattle, 20.7% of the cows and 3.5% of the 
pigs inspected were affected with tuberculosis. 


Complaints regarding unsound food and foreign bodies found in food 
are becoming more frequent due probably to the increase in population of 
the district and the changing attitude of the public towards such matters. 
This change is welcomed as evidence that higher standards are now being 
demanded. 
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Complaints made in 1965 concerned ;- 


Mould in Corned Beef 

Chicken sold cooked but undrawn 

Mould in a meat pie 

Decomposed fish sold:'as part of a meal 
Fibre in a custard pie 

Mineral water tainted with paraffin 


All were dealt with informally after representations to the traders 
or manufacturers concerned. 
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CARCASES AND OFFAL INSPECTED & CONDEMNATIONS MADE 


| ' Cattle | Sheep | 
| | Excluding | Cows | Calves and | Pigs 
| Cows Lambs | 
Number Killed 464 ab? ie 2765 | 589 
| 
| 
ince Inspected 464 12 a2 2765 589 
ali diseases except | | 
i Tuberculosis and | | 
Cysticercosis | 
Whole Carcases condemned - - - - 


part or organ was 
condemned 66 - 139 Sil: 


| 
Er of which some | 


| Percentage of the | 

| number inspected | 

i affected with disease 
other than Tuberculosis 

j and Cysticercosis 14.2% - - 5.0% 


5. 3% 


| Luberculosis only 


pore carcases 


condemned 


Carcases of which some 
eee or organ was 
| condemned 


a 


Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 
Tuberculosis 


| Cysticercosis 


Carcases of which some 


Carcases submitted to 
treatment by 
refrigeration 


| Generalised and 
totally condemned - 
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IMPORTED FOOD 


The Council are responsible for the administration of the Public 
Health (Imported Food) Regulations 1937 to 1948 in relation to food 
landed at Manchester Airport, the greater part of which lies within the 
Rural District. 


There was a drastic reduction in the quantity of fresh Kosher meat 
flown in from Dublin weekly for several years, and the foodstuffs examined 
included the following :- 


4 carcases fresh beef - Released as satisfactory 


13 lbs Corned beef ) ai 


Surrendered = no official certificate 
1% lbs Canned Goulash) 


32 lbs Steak - Surrendered - decomposed 

7 kilos Fat - Surrendered - prohibited meat 

5 kilos Whole Pates_ ) 

6 kilos Whole Salami )- No official certificate, but released 


10 kilos Smoked Ham ) 2S trade samples 
ICE CREAM 


There is only one manufacturer of Ice Cream in the district who uses 
a complete cold mix. The premises are satisfactorily maintained. 


With the registration of one additional shop there are now 37 
registered premises where Ice Cream is sold. 


FOOD PREMISES 


There are 135 food premises in the district in the following cat- 
egories i- 


\ 
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Retail Shops General Grocers 
Butchers 
Greengrocers 
Fish Friers 
Bakers 


(3 also sell fish) 
(1 .alsa grocers) 


Canteens Factories 
Institutions 
Day Schools 
(with kitchens) 
Day Schools 
(serving only ) 10 


-S \\W1\O 


Caterers Cafes & Snack Bars 13 (1 also fish friers) 
Inns & Licensed 
Clubs Bill 
Hotels & Club 
Restaurants a5) 


A total of 40 premises were inspected and generally the standard of 
food hygiene was found to be high. 


Special attention was paid to Licensed Clubs and at the request of 
the Licensing Magistrates reports on 10 clubs were submitted. 


SWIMMING BATHS 


There is only one public swimming bath in the area, although two private 
baths also operate. Being an open air bath it is only in use during the summer. 


The water is drawn directly from the mains and is subjected to continuous 
filtration and chlorination. Samples taken were satisfactory. 
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PET SHOPS 


Two premises are licensed annually under the Pet Animals Act 1951. One 
is a kennels and the other is run for the sale of tropical birds, fish and 
small animals. 


ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS 


Four establishments were re-licensed in December for the year 1966, 
one cattery previously licensed having closed. 


SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS 


One initial licence and 17 renewal licences were issued to men engaged 
in slaughterhouses in the district. 


RODENT CONTROL 


The Council employ a full time Rodent Operator with independent trans- 
port who carries out all inspections and treatments required by the Pre- 
vention of Damage by Pests Act 1949. 


Particular attention is paid to the Council's tips and sewage disposal 
works and test-baiting was done on a proportion of manholes on each of the 
18 sewer systems in the district, the results being negative in every case. 


At the end of the year there were 24 contracts in force to a total of 
£287 at premises where the Council had undertaken rodent control on agreed 
terms. 


The premises covered by these contracts were 18 farms, 2 Riding Schools, 
1 Hotel, 2 large works and 7 trunk road lay-bys. 


The table below summarises the work done during the year. Minor 
problems crop up frequently, but on the whole occupiers co-operate very 
well, and although the district may never be entirely free of rats and mice, 
the general level of infestation is probably as low as present methods can 
achieve, The poison used in every case is Warfarin and no evidence has yet 
been found of rodents developing resistance to it. 


Local Dwelling | Agricultural! Business Total 


Authority | Houses 


No. of properties in district 22 piey | | 475 337 5999 

Oo. inspected after complaint = das | 5 5) | HU) 
No. inspected in routine | | 

surveys PB 55 322 34 432 

No. of Properties ce 15 OQMeNA 26 38 181 

Infested Mice mets Al Bi lreze 84 

0. of Properties treated | 15 aaa 2 i Ag 220 


Total Inspections made 145 : 185 420 TO 860 
Total Treatments given 38 143 | 59 | 66 ' 306 


FARM SANITARY ACCOMMODATION 


Of the 477 farms within the district 4 were inspected under the pro- 
visions of the Agriculture (Safety, Health & Welfare Provisions) Act 1956. This 
brings the total number of farms surveyed to date to 135. The following were 
noted:—~ 

Watercloset(s§trovided # 

Pailcloset (s) " 1 

No proper closet(s) 
provided 1 

No workers employed 1 

The Owner of the farm where no proper accommodation was provided was 
requested to make such provision. 
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OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963 


1. General 


In 1964 most of the work done under the Act was in respect of registration 
of premises and sorting out matters of demarcation between the respective 
responsibilities of the Council and the Factory Inspectorate. 


In 1965 a total of 62 premises were inspected, varying from a very large 
modern block of offices to the small village stores, and in 15 cases the 
provisions of the Act were fully complied with. 


Of the 47 premises where contraventions were found, many were only con- 
travening the Act to a small degree. In particular, there were numerous 
cases where the only contravention of the Act was the non-display of the 
Abstract. 


2. Contraventions 


The premises where contraventions of the various provisions of the Act 
weve found are enumerated below :- 


Contravention No. of Premises 

Lack of cleanliness 18 
Overcrowding a 
Inadequate Heating a2 
Absence of Thermometer 55 
Inadequate lighting 6 
Inadequate or unsuitable conveniences 18 
Lack of adequate ventilation to 

sanitary conveniences 6 
Inadequate washing facilities If, 
Unsuitable drinking water supply ify 


Lack of accommodation for clothing A 
Absence of sitting facilities 2 
Absence of facilities for taking meals 2 
Defective floors, passages or stairs 3 
Inadequate fencing of machinery 5) 
Absence of First Aid equipment 23 
Non-display of Abstract of Act 39 


Injall cases the occupiers or owners of the premises where contraventions 
were found were notified in writing of the matters requiring attention and, 
although revisits were not possible in every case, it is known that many 
of the contraventions were remedied. 


3. Accidents 


Only 6 accidents were reported, five of whicn were falls. The fact that 
in two cases, one man and one woman, the employee concerned was wearing 
high heeled shoes at the time suggests that shoes of this type are not 
very suitable during working hours. 


In one case where a metal staircase had become smooth with wear, the 
employers were requested to cover the steps with a no-slip material. 


The remaining accident resulted from a vehicle being reversed when the 
driver was unaware of another employee passing behind it at the time. 


4. Lighting 
(a) General Impressions 


The standard of lighting in premises inspected was found, in the main, 
to be satisfactory, although the standard of natural and artificial 
light in new premises was found to be superior to that provided in older 
premises. 


= 23 = 


sebfo nt bebivorg fade ot sotroque od oth ASLere 


F9el TOA Seas LAWITAR 


i o> ue | ae Fi is 
C ae et Rls ae « 
telger to tooqgees ni asw tod ent xehbny enoh arow. edt to fi ae set. 
‘qaer edd seewted nottactemeh to exettam tuo antisog mrt shnexrg ‘to 

etsxotosqenl yviotosl ent hria Lionsod ant oo Belt t. 


oy 6 Gort mriyvrov ,botoecanl sxew aot im vag 93 be com botdae a 
so @f sk fun ,setote ouel liv Lfleme edt of sdokito to oot 
<tiw beilquoso yLirt erew ToA oft To nae 


w yton ,favot exew snottnevantmes sxerlw esetmond vA 
: # ¥ 


r orelt ,aslvoliveq nl .csorgsh [fame a OF toA ect 
¥v f5-non eft aaw toA edt To noffnevardnoo yloo ed? exer 


to atoteivoyra eavoit+tay ed to enoitirevertdnaod premnrnt pea 
om oa fae bet sTrenuirty ora S 


goetmesd Jo .o * nottnoverctso9 


Bf sesallasals te | 
© pao 
aL gals sah ots 
ct Leronto omredt. 10 on 
e) P gaiitrh Bil ete 
GL woonsinava0o ofdat brenu ‘wo ote 
ot sotteltiney etaupebs te 
3 : seoneliuevso? tiatinsa 
rf sotititos? antteaw om 
£ ula ou xodtew griblatch| 9 
q artitols rot mod abommosos "a 
eitiifeal anttite to et 
S efasa gabled rot selttiteat to sore 
eriota 20. sepsesaq ,ex0olt evi 1s 
€ rrontdoas Yo untonet ete 
rs tnomgivpo bts tex It to 
RE fos Yo toautedh to yelgel 


be] 


o_amodw seaimorc echt to eremwo mo ere bestooo ond 4 
chy kirgat exad 3 to gatt law nt Selthton ovew 
Ji .28B5 vreve or eidiaaog Tom exgw at te. 
- hfetbemes svew aneiinove 


, 
P * P 


st oy -ellet oxew cobliw to evil ,bataogen raw atu 
rsow Bsw bermrseonoo eeyoique ed¢ ea ow enc bre nat ono 1 
eqyy eatdt to eeods ted? eteeppye anit ed? fa asode | 

. ~siued gritolrow toma ! 

«rhaw dtiw ctoome emooed bad sasouiete Latem a o 
seton qile-on a dtiw eqste edt tevoo oF Leste 
aclw beaveves aeted eloidev a mowt bed Lireex tmablor Oe 


unt? oft ta ¢t habied arteead eeyo Lgns edtons. toe 


tiam ery ot mone sew bstoogent esutmonq mt 
fatofttixs basa Lleauten to Srabaase. < ats y 


(b) 


Corridors, staircases, storerooms and little used rooms in buildings have 
a far lower standard of illumination than in the main offices or sales 
areas. This lower standard which appears to be caused more by neglect 
rather than intention can be dangerous from the point of view of falls in 
badly lit areas. In storerooms this lower standard is often made worse 
by obstruction of the light by the items stored. 


In particular, rooms used for the storage of files are often overfilled 
as the years go by, and the problem is often one of lack of space rather 
than the unwillingness of an employer to provide sufficient light. As 
can be seen from the latter paragraph on unsatisfactory lighting, four 
of the six examples listed, concerned rooms used for storage. 


‘In shops, the sales areas are often over illuminated, particularly in 
large multiples leading to problems of glare whereas the rear store- 
rooms and staffrooms are illuminated to a much lower standard. 


Examples of unsatisfactory lighting 


1. Lack of artificial lighting to sanitary accommodation and washing 
facilities used during the hours of darkness (Garage). 


2. Lack of artificial lighting to oil store used during the hours of 
darkness (Garage). 


3. Insufficient lighting (2 lumens) to oil store (Garage). 
4, Insufficient lighting (2 lumens) to oil store (Garage). 


5. Insufficient lighting (3 lumens) to stores building and stores 
office. (Temporary office constructed for Engineering Company). 


6. Insufficient lighting to general sales area (Drapers Shop). 


Standard of Lighting Recommended. 


The following recommendations were made regarding the above mentioned 
unsatisfactory lighting :- 


Item 1. No specific recommendation was made other than the provision 
of suitable artificial lighting. 


Items 2, 3,and 4 A standard of 10 lumens was recommended. In ncne 
of these stores was any employee employed other than as a temporary 
measure to deposit or collect oil containers. 


Item 5 A standard of 15 lumens was recommended as the store was per- 
manently occupied and clerical work was carried out by the 
storeman,. 


Item 6 An increase in the power of the lamps in the existing fittings 
was recommended. 


(a) Excessive Glare No examples of excessive glare were noticed. The 


assessment of glare is based on the opinion of the inspector con- 
cerned and in particular the extent to which bare lamps can be 
seen at ordinary viewing angles from the normal working position 
are noted. In the case of dispute, expert opinion would be 
obtained if available. 
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Standard of lighting in Offices inspected during the Month of November 1965 


| | 


| 
Number of Less than More than 5 | More than 10 | More than 15 More than | 
Offices 5 Lumens | & less than | & léss than | & less than 25 lumens 
Inspected per sq.ft. 10 lumens ; 15 lumens | 25 lumens per sq.ft. 
| per sq.ft. i per sq.ft. per sq.ft. 
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PRESCRIBED PARTICULARS ON THE ADMINSTRATION OF 
THE FACTORIES ACT 1961 


1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health. 


| 
i Premises 


| 

/ Q) 

(1) Factories in which 
sections 1,2,3,4 
and 6 are enforced 


by the Local 
Authority 


(11) Factories not 
included in (1) in 
which Section 7 is 
enforced by the 
Local Authority 


(111) Other Premises in 
which Section 7 is 
enforced by the 
Local Authority 
(excluding out- 

workers! premises) 
| 

\ 

H 

| 

| 


Total 


| No. of out- ' No. of 

cases of 
default in 
sending 


workers in 
Work . August list 
required by 


45 


19 


seetion 1120 ! list to 


ee) 


Wearing )making 
pparel )etc. 30 
) Cleaning 
)and 
| )Washing = 
Umbrellas etc. il 


| Total | 31 


Mo. 


Inspections 


(3) 


10 


19 


OQUTWORKERS 


of 


Prosecut= 
ions for 


failure to 
supply lists 
the Council 


= G5 Fs 


Number of| Occupiers 
Written Prosecuted 
Notices 


(4) (5) 


Notices Prose- 
Served cutions 


instances 
i of work 
' in unwhole- 


premises 
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